_ .Workers Union was chartered by the 


~ 


_ @rive to organize the citrus grove 


’ Ing shed workers. and canneries in 


__,,adarge staff of organizers in the field 


<i), the employers for contracts pro- 
ae - conditions: The members of the local 
_ work on a piece rate basis and many | . 
are highly skilled in their trade of} 


Central Ark. Elects 


| Memphis Saturday morning, Jan- 


‘Florida Citrus 


convention in Washington, 


Workers Organize 


The first union of citrus workers in 
the state of Florida has been organ- 
ized recently. The Polk County Citrus 


National Farm Labor Union Decem- 
ber 20th. with 38 charter members 
who are employed in the orange and 


‘grapefruit groves near Auburndale 
‘and Lakeland. 


L. S. Warnock was elected Presi- 
dent of the new local and George 


Willis, Vice President..Gene Fraiser |. 


was chosen as Secretary-Treasurer. 
The local was set up by Elmer 
Dowell, A.F. of L. Organizer of Or- 
lando. Mr. Dowell reports that there 
were 50 more workers who _ had 
joined but that they were not in- 


- cluded as charter members because 
they had not been initiated. | 


Large Membership 
Anticipated 


The -Polk Citrus Workers Union 
Local 201 expects to have a member- 


ship of over a thousand workers be-"| 


fore the season ends in March. The 


workers is being carried on along 
with a campaign to organize all pack- 


the state by the A.F..cf L. There is 


and rapid progress is being made on 
all fronts, All agricultural or field 


“workers will become ‘membéts of 


National Farm Labor Union. 
Local To Bargain 
With Employers 


The Citrus Workers Union tonal 
201 will soon begin negotiations with 


viding for fair wages and working 


picking oranges and grapefruit. 

. President H. L. Mitchell will make 
a trip to Tlorida in the near future’ 
and will visit the new local and assist 


in organization of other groups of 
workers. 


Convention Delegates 


At ‘the last regular meeting of the 
Central Arkansas District Council in 
Cotton Plant, a delegation headed by 
- President Stewart was named to rep- 
resent. the Council at the national 


Announcements were also made 
that Uearl Haywood and Sam Jones 
Carraway: Local, and that Anderson 


Johnson had been named by the 
Hunter Local. 


' Vice President Betton and Captain 
Taylor spoke at the meeting and out- 
lined plans for a huge mass meeting 
to be held in Cotton Plant the first- 
week in February to hear the Wash- 
ington delegates report and to hold a 
mass reception of new members. 


NOTICE! 


Convention Delegates 


- Special buses to take delegates 
to Washington to attend the 13th. 
Annual Convention, will leave 


uary 11, at 7:00 from the Grey- 
hound. Bus Station on Monroe Ave. 


| at its clo 


| The round trip fare will be' $24.55. 


Memphis, Tenn. 


ARM 


Convention Speaker 


January, 1947 


| Jackson, Dr. 


on 
. 
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WILLIAM GREEN | 
The President of the American Federation of Labor will address. the 
delegates to the 13th Annual Convention of the National. Farm Labor Union 
mh session in Washington, January 15th. 


President Green’s address to the Convention wil] announce the opening 
of a campaign to organize all farm labor and will be broadcast over the 
radio on Columbia Broadcasting System stations at 5:15 (central standard 


time) on Wednesday, January 15th. Readers of the Farm Labor News who 


are not attending the convention ‘are urged to tune in and hear President 


Green’s speech direct from the Union’s Convention. 


The following CBS radio stations may carry the program in the South- 


ern states: WREC, Memphis; KNOX, St. Louis; WAPI, Birmingham; WDBO 


| Orlando, Fla.; WDAE, Tampa; KLRA, Little Rock; WLAC, Knoxville; and 
WPAD, Paducah, Ky. See the daily newspaper for the announcement in 
the Radio section of the local stations that will carry President William 


Green’ s address. 


Union Leader 
Honored 


- Friends and fellow members of 


Mrs. Carrie Dilworth, Executive 
Council member, honored her at a 
Christmas Day program in Gould, 
Ark. C. H. Bolden, President of the 


Delta District Council, invited all 


Delta locals to send delegates to the 
affair, which was held at Ross A.M.E. 


| Church. 


' Out of town guests sina speakers 
included: Rev. C. C. Brandon of Hot 
Springs; Rev. H. N. Wilburn of Lake 
Village; Rev. Granville Ward of 
Dumas; Miss Annie Mae Coviness of 
Pine Bluff; and J. E. Clayton of 
Houston, Texas. 


Mrs. Ella Swift of Goyld was the 
sponsor of the program. 


Newspaper’”’, 


| 


Plant To Prosper 


Advertising Racket 


The self styled “South’s Greatest 
the Memphis Com- 
mercial Appeal, each year puts on a 
big hullabaloo, known as the “Plant 
To Prosper.” They, get thousands of 
farm families to sign up and keep 
records of the production of crops. 
Then about Christmas, the big daily 
newspaper selects a handful of farm- 
ers. One of the lucky families is us- 
j|ually a sharecropper. They get a gen- 
erous prize. The prizes are occasion- 
ally. given out to some deserving, 
handkerchief. headed Negro. The 
newspaper editors believe they have 
done a great thing. Incidentally, they 
pick up a lot of well paid advertising 
in connection with the “Plant To 
Prosper” program—so Scripps 
Howard newspaper chain does the 


prospering, while their dupes do the 
planting. 


} tional. Union 


— 


25¢ 


5 Senator Aiken 
i Union Convention 


Hon. George D. ). Aiken, liberal Re- 
publican senator from the state of 
Vormont, will address the 13th. an- 
nual convention of the National frm 


Labor Union in Washington on Jan- 
uary 14th. 


In addition to the United States 
senator, several n-‘'7d labor and lib- 
eral speakers will be on the program. 
Among them will be: Mr. Cnar!. S. 
Zimmerman, Vice President of the 
International Ladies Garment Work- 
ers Union; Mr. Adolph Held, Chair- 
man of the Jewish Labor Committee; 
and Mr. Alfred Baker Lewis, Secre- 
tary- Treasurer of the National 
sharecroppers Fund. 


_ One session will be devoted to ad- 
dresses by old time friends and early 
supporters of the Union. This will be 
known as ‘Founders’ Day.’ Among 
the Mice expected to attend are: 
Mr. Norman Thomas, Mr. Gardner 
William Amberson, Mr. 
Howard Kester, many others, 


Pullman Porters 
Extend Hand 
To Farm Labor 


The Brotherhood. of Sleeping Car 
Porters became the second Interna- 
the American Federa- 
tion of Labo? to “extend “a helping 
rhand to the National Farm Labor 
Union. President A. Philip Randolph, 
whose Executive Board made a sub- 
stantial contribution to the Farm La- 
bor Union organizing fund, said, 
“The officers and members of the 


| Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters 


consider your program of great value | 
not only to the farm workers but to 
industry, transportation and other 
classes of workers in the country. 
Our Organization has the highest.re- 
spect and admiration for the work 
which is being done by your splendid 
movement and hence we are making 
a contribution to be used to carry on 
the great work you have initiated in 
organizing the workers on the farms 
who face serious problems because of 


,| the progress of mechanization. Suc- 


cess and progress to your movement.” 


Only The Wise 
Organize 


A visitor was shown through the .- 
buildings and grounds of an insane 
asylum. At the end of his tour, he 
turned to the doctor who had been 
his guide and said, “Doctor, I have 
seen a large number of patients but — 
so few doctors and attendants here. 
Aren’t you afraid that so many pa- 
tients might get together and over- 
power you?” The doctor replied, “My © 
friend, that is one thing we never 


have to worry about, insane people 
never organize.” : 


Chickens Strike In 
Support Of Miners 


A coal digger at Cambria, IIl., re- 
ports that during the recent walkout) 
by the United Mine Workers of 
America, all of his thirteen hens 
stopped laying on the day the strike - 
started. As soon as the strike was 


called off, the miner’s hens began © 
laying again. That goes to prove that “3 
hens aren’t “dumb clucks” after ail. 
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Executive 


| 


January 13th 


‘The Nation’s 


Introduction 

There are over three million field Excluded Men 
workers employed in agriculture., 
Two million of these workers are 
wage hands employed on industrial 
type farms ‘2 nearly every state in 
the nation. There are also a million 
southern shurecroppers who receive 
as wages a portion of the proceeds 
from the crops they raise. — 

Last Auvust, the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, recognizing that 


The three million -hired hands on 
the nation’? farms are ‘treated as 
“Second Class Citizens,” excluded by 
Acts of Congress from sharing in 
benefits’ accorded other American 
workers. 


R 


The Skilled 
Farm Laborer 


American agriculture has always 
looked ‘upon farm labor in the same 
light as one regards the bargain base- 
ment in a department store—wherein 
workers who fail ‘to make the grade 
‘in industry are.dumped. Employers 


bona fide farm organizations are not 


organize<| to promote the interests of 


this large group of farm employees, 
chartered the National Farm Labor | S0cial security ‘benefits. They are: 
Union. This national union was given denied the. protection of the Wage 
- the right to organize alMield workers. and Hour Law. They are:deprived of 
employed on farms, ranches, and ' the legal guarantee under the Wagner 
throughout . the Act, of the right to organize and 
Prior to action by the American -hengeat collectively with thei: em- 
Federation of Labor, the National, ployer. | 3 | 
Farm Labor Union was known asthe, No other group of workers in 
Southern Tenant Farmers Union, an America areas insecure as the farm. 
The Convention of the Najonal — — 
Farm Labor Union is meeting in ™ America requires. large meng 
Washinzton for the purpose of adopt- of workers seasonally t 
ing a program for the year 1947 and’ vation. and 
for working out plans to extend or- necessity, the t 
ganization to all American farm ae must — @reat distances 
workers, North and South, Kast and seeking work. There-are long seasons 
West. | 


@ unemployment. Yet, by an act of 

‘Congress, the-farm worker is denied 

The American Federation of Labor, | © 

with over seven million members, unemployment a 
has pledged its full support to this); Net Covered By 


movement to bring to the unorgan- Wage And Hour 7 ew 


ized workers on the nation’s farms| ™ * 
the benefits of organization and col-| Their wages are low and their 
hours are long. Their annual incomes 


lective bargaining. 
The National Farm Labor Union, ‘for a year’s work even at the- best of 
with a potential membership of over; times is by any standard, insufficient 
three million, looks forward to be-' to mairtain a family in comfort. 
coming America’s largest trade union.’ yet under the Fair Labor Stand- 


Immigration Laws exempt trom the payment of min- 
ViolatedOnBorder 


imum wages and overtime rates ap- 
plicable to other industrial workers. 

True immigration laws adopted by 
Congress to provide an orderly 


Pensions Not For Aged 
means for foreigners to enter the 


And Farm Laborers © 
United States are being violated on a 


The farm worker’s life is hard. By 
wholesale scale along the Mexican’ the time he reaches the age of 65 he 
border. Immigration officials charged ' is often unable-to work. Although he 
with guarding the border against the has worked all of his life, cultivating 
illegal entry of Mexican citizens, do and harvesting the crops that feed 
not bother even to wink at violations and clothe us all, he finds that he is 
of the law. During the war they ac- “Excluded” by an Act of Congress 
tually encouraged unknown thou- even from an old age pension. 

sands of Mexican workers known as; The only benefit farm workers 
‘Wet Backs,” to cross the Rio Grande may secure is old age assistance and 
River to work for fruit, vegetable,’ to get that he must be a pauper. 
and cotton growers at low wages.’ State funds for old age assistance are 


This was done after the Mexican gov- | ysually so limited that only the most 
ernment refused to permit Mexican needy can secure aid from the de- 


citizens to be imported legally into: partment of public welfare. 
Texas to work on farms on account 


of discrimination and mistreatment! Farm Labor Denied 


accorded them in the ninte. Unemployment Pay 
Mexican “Wet Backs | Itisa practice of many farm work- 


Held In P eonage — ‘ers to transfer during off seasons on 

These Mexican workers are being ‘¢ farms to part time industrial 
held in a state of peonage and at the | are 
slightest protest they are turned over “elt Wages and sur- 
to immigration officials for immedi-| V!V°TS ™Surance., Under the present 
ate deportation back across the river. | 7¢&!ations of the social security act, 
- The result has been to drive Ameri- | °Te™4S. for such deductions are sel- 
can citizens of Spanish descent out of | dom of the 
the Rio Grande Valley into the cities ,PCCT Likewise, pay- 


perience that-this.is not true. Farm 
machinery cannot be operated ‘suc- 


Bargains.in low wages, working and 


living conditions, are expensive tothe 


‘employer. 


is- therefore. imperative’ that 
trade. union in agriculture- develop 
working. standards ‘that its :members 
must meet if*they are ‘to demand and 
secure fair “wages, geod ‘working and 
living -conditions. Grant -col- 
leges in each sta<e .are:-maintained in 
part by federal funds and provide ex= 
tension services to large ‘farmers. 
There is no reason that these msti- 
‘tutions should not provide training 
for agricultural workers to better- fit 
them for jobs. It is therefore pro- 


_| posed that the Union set up.a perma- 


nent committee on education for 
farm workers in its organization and 
work out .a ‘program to this-end. 


onomic weapon that no labor union 
can give up, organized workers in 
agriculture realize that perishable 
crops cannot long be left uncultivated 
or un-harvested, and that there must 
be machinery set up jointly by the 
employers and unions to effect 
speedy settlement of disputes and 


disagreements by arbitration without 


strikes, The National Farm Labor 
Union will ‘therefore utilize the right 
to strike only as a last resort. Where- 
ever agreements -are entered into 
with this organization by employers 
and carried out in good faith, we 
shall see that they are observed to 
the letter by our members. 


Farm Labor Costs 
in Parity Prices 


For several years there has been a 
measure pending in Congress known 


anteed parity prices for farm prod- 

- This is a scheme to raise prices of 
farm products on the pretense that 
the increased prices are reflected by 
wages paid to farm labor. 


Minimum Wage Demanded 
If Parity Revised 

The National Farm Labor Union 
favors the raising of the government 


guarantee of parity prices on farm 
products provided there is written 


\Farm Labor 
‘Supply 1947 


Million Ex-Servicemen 

Doing Farm Work , 
Agriculture has kept pace with in- 

dustry in the last few years. The 


products per man hour has«greatly 
tribution-of farm labor ‘manpower 


Shortages developed in many farming 

The United States Government en- 
tered into .agreements *with ‘the Re- 
public of Mexico, the:governments :of 
the Bahamas, Jamaica, ‘and the Bar- 
bados Islands, for the importation : of 


work. Prisoners of war were set to 
doing farm work. The Jabor of wom- 
en and children was enlisted in the 
urban centers for farm work. Only 
the foreign nationals made efficient 
farm workers. 
‘However, the farm labor supply 


-has-improved during..1946 and ac- 


cording to the Farm Labor Reports 
of. the U. S. Department of Agricul- 


have returned ‘to‘farm work. 


.Big Farmers Want 


Keep Importing Foreigners — 
Documents coming into <the 


session of officers of the National 


major farm organizations of the 
United States have set up a commit- 


in Congress to make permanent the 
eign nationals for exploitation of the 


‘introduced early in the 80th session 
of Congress and unless we can mobi- 


country, it will be passed and Ameri- 
can citizens will be deprived of jobs 
on the farms. 
At the close of the last session of 
Congress, a fund of twelve milton 
dollars was appropriated to continue 
the program of importing foreign la- 
bor until June 30, 1947. Few mem- 
bers of Congress realized what was. 
‘being put over. This measure was 


pushed through Congress without de- 


/bate by the slick lobbyists for the 


Farm Bureau Federation. 
as the Pace Amendment to figure. ureau Federation. ‘The same 


farm labor costs in government guar-. 


thing may be expected when the 
permanent legislation-is introduced. 


Union Against Fereigners 
Taking Jobs Of Americans 
The National Farm. Labor Union 


and the American Federation of La- 
bor will oppose the adoption of per- 
manent legislation continuing the 


ers to take the jobs. of American. citi- 
Zens. | 


FEPC Law 


production of practically all farm | 
increased. Due to-the improper dis- 


durmg the war ‘years, severe labor 


foreign nationals to engage in farm | 


ture, over “a million ex-servicemen | 


Farm Labor Union reveal ‘that the 


tee and ‘are prepared to sponsor a bill 
war time program of importing for- 


nation’s farms. This measure will be | 


lize the progressive forces of this — 


program of importing foreign work- _ 


where they are unemployed and 
where they constitute a*threat to 


ments made by employers for part 
time employees to the unemployment 


standards of other American workers. | ‘surance fv ¢l are seldom granted 
such workers. 


Cong Asked To Excluded From Labor 
Investigate 


The National Farm Labor Union Melations Act 
must call upon the Congress of the When farm workers organize to 


into the law a provision that: all pro- | 
ducers must pay a minimum wage to’ 
farm laborers ‘they ‘hire. This wage favors the immediate enactment of a 
should ‘be equal to that set by the Fair Employment Practices Act that 
will effectively stop discrimination 


excluded all workers in agriculture 


nationality, in matters of employ- 
from the benefits of the National La- - 


ment of workers. 


~ 


United States to investigate and cor- bargain collectively with their em- 
rect this conspiracy on the part of ployer, there are no orderly pro- 


bor Relations Act. The law of ‘the 


, | 3 No person in America should “be 
jungle prevails except In cases where 


denied the right to work because of 


big farmers and officials of the De- cedure laid down by law to be fol-;| the farm workers can present their racial or religious intolerance. ‘This 


partment «! Justice’s Immigration lowed by labor and management in 
Service. / agriculture. -Congress has specifically 


cases beforé@ the bar of public opinion, should ‘become a ‘part of America’s 
and thus secure redress of grievances, Bill.of Rigits. | 


The National .Farm Labor Union 


~ On vaccount -of race, creed, eolor, or 


ye 


| 
ber Expensive 
| 
| 
from Socal Security _of farm workers have ‘learned ‘by ex- 
cessfully: by an «untrained worker. 
Educate The Farm Laborer 
| 
| 
> While the ‘right to strike is an ec-| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | | 
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Enforcing 
‘{rrigation Laws 


Fanuary, 1947 


° FARM ‘NEWS 


THRES 


13th 


9 


Washington, D. C. 


Annual Convention 


| 


Reclamation And 


‘The Reclamation an and Srnigation Act 
adopted by Congress many years ago. 


160 acres of irrigated land owned by: 


Organization Report 


A.F, Of L. Charter 
Marks New Beginning 

The granting of a charter to the 
National Farm Labor Union by -the 


‘American Federation of Labor last, itinue the annual family type mem-: 


Organization F acts 
And Figures 


the history of our movement. As the | 


During the year. 1946 there have in St. Louis, Mo., 
been 19 new locals organized. The. 


The Record 
The Union In ’46 


12th. convention met 


December l1th., 
‘12th. and 13th.. 1945. There were 
126 locals out of 194 represented. The 


|Name of the Union was changed from 
provides that there shall be a limit of ‘August, marks the turning point in | bership for sharecroppers and. others | 5 


that of Southern Tenant Farmers 


receive their earnings once a! Union to the National Farm Labor 


any individual in a reclamation dis- southern Tenant Farmers Union, we _year. Further, we must establish a ‘Union. This was done because of the 


trict furnisned water by funds ap- 
: propriated by the government. 


This law is not being enforced.. 


_were largely a regional organization dues system for those members who 


There -are 200,000 -acres of ‘land! number of our members are still in who are paid on a-daily, weekly, and 


the state of California, and over half, operated successfully in spite of great : increase in the per capita payments 
of.it is irrigated: It-is nothmg unusual handicaps, for thirteen years. During | 
for farms of 320 to 1,000 acres of rich. that time we received the moral and 


the farms. 
owned by a single-land company in the mid-southern states. We have’ monthly basis. There should be an 


irrigated land to be owned and op- 


erated by individuals. or corporations: 


throughout the West. This is in vio-. 
lation of the law passed by Congress. : 
Commercial farm interests are now 


‘trying to get the 160 acre law re-: 


_ peated so that their present holdings 


- dsfranchising the poor class of peo- 
_p.e—white and colored alike. They 


may be secure and that other land, | 


: worth $500 to $1,000 an ‘acre when 
put into cultivation, may also be pur-. 


Tie National Farm Labor Union 
see xs to have the Reclamation and 
Irrigation Act 


Poll Tax. 


| Contrary to ca belief, the poll 
tax laws m the southern states were 


not passed following the War Be-. 
tween The States for the purpose of: 
preventing Negroes from voting. In 
_ practically. all southern states these 


laws were adopted for the purpose of 


were adopted in the 1890’s for the 


purpose of stemming the tide of the, 
_. Populist Movement which threatened 


- the rule of the rising class of mer-— 


- favored the repeal of the poll tax. 


tion. has supported repeal of po 


chants ‘and landlords. 
The National Farm Labor Union. : 


from its beginning 13 years ago, has | 


Where ever possible, this organiza- 


taxes. For instance, in 1938, over. 
5:000 members of the Union paid | 
their poll taxes in order to vote in the 
state referendum in Arkansas, in fa- 
vor of repeal. 


There have been a number of or- 


Zanizations sponsoring campaigns for 
abolition of the poll tax on the na- 
tional scene. We favor abolition of|.- 


the poll taxes by Congress. How- 
ever, we should not depend on a Sen- 


“ate dominated by Republicans or, 


Pemocrats that refuses to invoke 


States. 


in order that better service may be 
given. District organizations.and. crop 
departments should also be- set up 
and made self supporting. 


“and financial support of an important 
‘section of the American public, 
‘channelled through an organization’ 


known as the National Sharecroppers Build Organization On 


Fund. 
Without the aid and encourage- | Lar ge Scale Farms — 


ment of these friends, it is doubtful The organizational work. should be 
whether the organization could have | concentrated in areas where there 
carried on for that many years. To are large scale farms. Careful 


planning by the newly elected. of- 
them'we owe a debt of gratitute that | ficers will be required to select those 
can never 


of Labor, we hope that the support | $4%izing, campaigns. 


so generously given to us in the past 
will be continued until such a time as 
the National Farm Labor Union is. 
‘strongly organized throughout the 
United States. 


‘Importance Of A.F. OF L 
Affihtation 


The American Federation of aloo O R li 
with its 108 national and interna-, VUF esponsibility 


tional unions, 48 state federations,! In view of the responsibility given 
thousands of local unions, and over. ‘this Union by the American Federa- 


700 central labor unions, is much 


closer to the probiems of farm people 
and has an organization better adapt- 
ed for a union of our.type than any 
other organization in the United 
The organizational machinery 
of the A.F. of L. which is available to | 
affiliated unjons, is the most valuable 
asset the National Farm Labor Union 
could secure in building a nation 
‘wide organization of farm labor. 


Organizational Drive 
Underway 


‘increase in membership has been 


bor Union has 213 local unions cnart- 


Louisiana, Texas, Oklahoma, New 


bership on the family type basis is 
| 32, 688, as of December 15, 1946. 


tion throughout the United Staies. 
We must channel the loyalty and en- 
thusiasm for the Union that has been 
'demonstrated for the past 13 years, 
into this organization 


Changes In 
Constitution Needed 


- The Executive Council proposes 
that there be certain revisions in our 


“ganization campaign which will, by, 


assigned to them. 
the end of 1947, see National | 


be repaid. Although we: -key places where the greatest good 
have become a national union affili- | for the largest number of people may 


ated with the American Federation | be accomplished by ammeneaes Or- on jobs. during their off seasons on 


', the farm was approved. 
The practice of granting vilteniiee 


nearly 5,000. The National Farm La-— 


ered in the following states: Arkan-_ 
sas, Alabama, Mississippi, Missouri. ing of a special fund to employ a full 


.time Washington representatiy 
Mexico, and Florida. The total mem-. 


cloture and stop filibusters by south-— 


‘Farm Labor Union organized in 


changing status of the Union’s mem-~ 


the name implied. The largest are now coming into our organization | tensa 


-croppers to that of wage laborers on 


Also, the term 
has, in the last few years, tended to 
be applied-not only to the farm fami- 


‘made by-locals:on their membership Hes at the bottom of the agricultural 


ladder but to those big farm op- 


erators who lease and operate large 


tracts of land, often hundreds of 


: New Program Adopted 


The-convention adopted a program 


‘calling. for a wage of not less than 


$5.00 a-day for each worker. It was. 
estimated that workers are employed 
on cotton plantations on an average 
of 125 days a year. Therefore, the 
convention demanded a wage of not 
less than $625 per year for - work=- 
ers on the farms. 


The program of siecoinae members 


A farm and home ownership com-=- 
mittee was set up and a full time or- 
Panizer assigned to work on — 
ing projects. 


The convention called for the rais- 


The building of consumer co-op- 


erative stores was approved. 


Officers of the Union were empow- 


ered to negotiate with a larger labcer 


organization for affiliation on a na-~ 


tional basis. 
| tio n of Labor, this convention has an. 
obligation to adopt a sound program 


that will lead to effective organiza- eaten mas ge Mississippi Delta 


‘by the plantation interests to have 


Wage Increases Won 
Earty in the spring, there was a 


the U. S. Department of Agriculture 
set a ceiling on wages of cotton 


choppers, of $2.00 per day. State- 
ments were prepared and submitted 
.to the Wage Board when hearings 
were held in Greenville and Cleve-- 
‘land, Miss., on this proposal. Hand- 
bills were circulated throughout the 
Delta counties urging all who had a 


‘constitution that enable us to con-\ right to vote on the question to op- 


organizers’ credentials to members pose the imposition of these unfair 


Your Executive Council has _must be restricted and those who are’ wages. 


worked out a plan for a vigorous or- given credentials must do the work challenge in the courts the legality of 
‘the wage freeze order. 


- We must also build up a staff of. 


Attorneys were employed to 


Toe President 
of the American Federation of Labor 


ern reactionaries. Poll tax laws can. 


-. be repealed by action of the people 


in the remaining seven southern 
states where the poll tax must be. 
paid. Regardless of who claims credit | 


..for the repeal of this unfair tax in 


the state of Georgia, the fact remains 
that the A.F. of L. Longshoremens:| 


paid organizers. In so far as possible, | joined your President in protesting 
‘these organizers should come from against this scheme to set sub stand- 
the ranks of the Union. However, the ard wages by a government board. 
Executive Council should be free to, The Wage Board in Mississippi re- 
employ trained trade union organ- | fused to set ceilings on Wages of cot- 
izers whenever it is. possible to find ton pickers. The average wage paid 
the right man for the right place. (| an adult worker in the Delta counties 

We must close our ranks and build of Ar) Kansas, Missouri, and Mississip~ 
a solid substantial organization along pi, rose to $4.50 per day. In many 


“nearly every major farming area of, 
the United States. The 65th. annual; 
convention of the Ameritan Federa- 
‘tion of Labor pledged its full support 
‘to this organizing drive. This support 
' pledged: by the American Federation 
of Labor is now being realized. » 


One of the significant new de- 


Union in Savannah, Ga., started the velopments since our affiliation with 
ball rolling by paying up all back | ‘the American Federation of Labor. 
taxes for its 2,200 sod at Others : has been the organization: of a large 


trade ‘union lines that will be re-, 
spected by the public, the employer, : 


in the state followed suit and the’ 


group of citrus workers in the state 


and our fellow trade unionists in the: 


politicians realizing 
Negroes were qualified to vote, 
quickly repealed the state law. What 


that 40,000 


was done in Georgia can .be ac- 
a in the remaining seven 


State 


The National Labor Union 
should adopt a regulation that all 
members of its organization be re- 
quired to be citizens with full voting 
Migiits, as a cond:tion to good stand- 
ing in the Unicn. 


| came a national union. 


of Florida. In establishing this Federation of Labor. 


ganization, the staff of the A.F. of L. | 
in that state did all of the prelim- | ‘Shortest Cotton Crop 


inary work leading to the formation Since 1895 Reported 
of the Citrus Workers Union. New, 
organization has also been initiated! The December report of the U. S. 
among the Spanish speaking Ameri-_ Department of Agriculture says that 
can workers of the upper Rio Grande only 8,492,000 bales of cotton were 


Valley. Here the organizers for the produced in the year 1946. The cot- 


A.F. of L. had already established or- . ton crop for the past year was about 
ganization prior to the time we be-' one third less than the 10 year av-"': 
erage. It was the smallest since 1895. 


areas it reached the $5 demanded by 
' the Union. 


Early in September. a wage con- 


' ference was held in Memphis and a 


; demand for $4.00 per 100 pounds for 


| picking the 1946 crop was raised. The 
| demand was not made however, un- 
til officers of the Union received a 


reply to an offer made by the Union 
to meet with officials of the Delta 
Cotton Council to set a fair wage and 
to set up hiring halls to channel cot- 
ton pickers into jobs. The Delta Cot- 
ton Council replied but claimed they 
were not authorized by their meme 
(Continued On Page Four) 


acres. 
| | 
- 
2 


down to $3.00. The result was that 


_ thus losing the high price offered for 
: good, ‘clean picked cotton and in the). 


Tenn. 
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(Continued From Page Three) | 
bers to engage in collective bargain- 
ing. 

- Soon after, 50, 000 handbills setting 
forth the Union demand for $4.00 per 
100 pounds for picking cotton, were 
distributed. Again the Mississippi 
Delta planters sought a ceiling on 
wages of cotton pickers. Members of 
the Union, realizing that the crop was 
short in Mississippi, concentrated 
their efforts on opposing ceilings in. 
Arkansas and Missouri. Mississippi 
adopted a wage ceiling of $2.65 per 
100 pounds. In Arkansas'a similar 
proposal was defeated in a referen- 
dum vote. It was not tried in Mis- 
souri. Wages of cotton pickers rose 


immediately to $3.00 and $3.50 per 
100 in these states. In southeast Mis- 


souri the wages started off at $4 per} 


hundred but by terror and intimida- 
tion of workers they were forced 


workers refused to work and some 


Missouri planters are still hiring 
workers to pull cotton at $2 per 100, 


long run paying more than the $4 de- 


manded by the Union members. Since |. 
the average cotton picker picks about 


150 pounds of cotton per day, the 
lowest prevailing rate amounted to 
more than the $5 per day originally 
demanded by the Union. 


Members Placed On Jobs 
: Approximately 2,500 members 


were placed on farms and in can- 
neries in New Jersey, Maryland, and’ 


Pennsylvania during 1946. Over 400° 


of the 560 women workers recruited ' 
by the Union in cooperation with 18. 


_ southern colleges were transported to, 
_ Bridgeton, N. J., 


by airplane early in. 
June. 

_ Since the somnati crop in Maryland 
and New Jersey was damaged by 
blight, many of the workers sent up 
during the late summer months did 
not earn as much as they formerly 
had, although wage rates were high- 
er. A group of about 100 workers 
sent to the Campbell Soup Co., lost a 


~gseason’s work due to the machina- 


tions of the Communist leaders of the 
Food, Tobacco, and Allied Workers 
Union, CIO. The Campbell Soup Co: 
also imposed a hardship on our mem- 
bers when they accepted a com- 
promise worked out by the U. S. De- 
partment of Labor in violation of all 
normal procedures for handling in- 
ter-union claims. The official of the 
Labor Department was a former CIO 
organizer who played into the hands 
of the Communist leaders of FTA, 
making a decision to have our mem- 
bers fired without a hearing. 


not as profitable as in the past, most 
of the 2,500 members sent out under 


the Union’ S auspices, made fairly 
good wages. 


Farm And Home Ownership 


A committee was selected and a 
full time organizer assigned to the 
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Race Hatred And Bigotry 


Blasted By Green 


-Lashing out against racial and religious d discrimination, AFL President 
_ William Green last week said that the AFL will continue to fight for the 


rights of all workers regardless of race, creed or color. 


“The AFL” accord- 


ing to Green, “is concerned with. humanitarian justice for all and our very 
' existence as free men and women depends on unity and preservation of 


democracy. 


Mr. Green continniel: by pcletiis out- that the bogey of bigotry pits 
worker against worker and serves.to divide the unity of organized labor and 


to undermine the working standards 
group of workers were to organize to 


of all. For example, he said, “If one 
better their working conditions to the 


exclusion of any racial or religious group, the lower standards of the ex- 
cluded group would remain a constant drag and menace to the standards of 


the organized group.”. 


‘Symbolic of the unity of all workers, President Green went on, is the 


fact that the AFL was formed and led for forty years by an immigrant Jew, | 


Samuel Gompers, and that the Federation’s name was proposed by Mr. 
Grandison, a Negro-delegate from Pittsburgh to the first convention in 1881. 
Intolerance and bigotry are the tools used to mestroy democracy and impose 


totalitarianism, he said. 


To deny minority groups the freedom to organize into unions of their 
choosing along with all other workers in their trade, the AFL said, is to 
refute the very principles of democracy necessary to the exist®nce of free 


labor unions. “Any limitations to the 


that may grow and ultimately destroy the freedom of all,” 


freedom of one group plants the seed 
he stated. 


development of a project for re- 
settling families on land of their own. 
Due to the high cost of land and the 


| desire on the part of the owners to 
Although the season’s work “was| i 


increase -neir holdings, it was not: 
possible for a project to be developed. 


On the other hand, the Union’s aid’ 


was offered to the successfully op- 
erated Twist Co-operative Leasing 
Association in a fight to save their 
accumulated dividends and establish 
the Co-operative on other lands. The 
property of the Co-operatives is tied 
up in the courts at the present. 


Washington Representative 


‘The 12th. annual convention ap- 
proved a plan to set up a special fund 
to be raised for the purpose of em- 
ploying a full time Washington rep- 
resentative. Since it was on a volun- 
teer basis, only -a loyal few of the 


members contributed to the Four) 


Freedoms Fund. Therefore, it was 
not possible to up a Washington 


gat 


{| office. However, the Union’s posi- 


tion of extending the social security 
laws was submitted to a Congression- 
al Committee and other matters af- 


fecting the welfare of the member- 
‘ship in Washington were attended to. 


Co-O peratives 


The building ‘of consumer co-op- 
eratives went forward slowly but 
surely. Twod new stores were: pened 
by members, one near Pine Bluff and 
another at Varner, Ark. Two projects 
were organized where co-operative 
stores. set up by the government are 
operated and serve our members. The 
first of these was the Twist Co-op 
Store, and the other was the “Lake 
View Co-operative. A number of 
buying clubs were organized‘and op- 
erated during season. ‘The consumer 
| co-operative stores at Gould, Arkan- 

sas and Spruce Pine, Alabama con- 
tinued to expand. 


A.F. Of L. Affiliation 


The convention authorized officers 


of Labor granted a charter to the Na- 
tional Farm Labor Union with juris- 
diction overyall field workers em- 
ployed on farms, ranches, and plan- 
tations in the United States. 


~ 


of the Union to negotiate with a 
larger labor body for affiliation of 
the National Farm Labor Union. On 
August 23, the American Federation 


Ex-FSA Clients 
Join Union 


families. 


meeting. 


tried to organize back in 1924. 


days, they are still determined to or- 
teachers from Elaine attended the 


help in organizing the area. 


son, President; Harrison Jones, Vice 
President: Odell Secretary, 


\School Is Held 
Organizers 


Union organizers trom five 
| gathered in Memphis December 9 and 


the Organization Director. 


A new six-page handbook was 
fully explained during the sessions 
by Capt. Taylor, who was-assisted by 


Rev. J. E. Clayton. New supplies of 
organizing circulars, with instrue- 
tions for their use, were given out. 


Organizers were also cautioned to 
cooperate with local officers, and two 
limit their work to “advice ‘and as- 
sistance.” The Union’s list of mem- 
bers-at-large were divided among 


the possibility of new locals. Aes 
President H. L. Mitchell spoke on 


delegates and raised money to send 
them. Mitchell’s speech was the last 
item on the full program. 


Among those attending was big 
Isaac Shaw, one of the 18 founders of 
the Union back i in 1934. Shaw is now 
a member of the Edmondson Local in 
Crittenden County, Ark. Rev. H. N. 
Wilburn, organizer of Lake Village, 
Ark., brought with him as his guest 
a member of the new Eudora, Ark., 
local, down on the Louisiana ‘state 


line. 28 organizers attended all ses- 
sions. 


A World. 
Food Supply 


tions of workers throughout the 


people have food. We endorse the 
simple plan proposed to the United 


ganization by Sir John Orr of Eng- 
land. This plan proposes the estab- 
lishment of a World Food Board 
which will be authorized to buy up 
surplus products in glutted market 


down in the Bible for the Isrealites, 
but in this case would be applied to 
the whole rid. 


After the ground work had been 
laid by Mae Pearl Kelly, Executive 
Council member, Captain Taylor set 
jup the local formally. Twenty six 
families were enrolled at the first . 


Lake View is just a few miles north 
of Elaine, Ark., scene of one of the 
worst mass murders in the nation’s © 
history, when Negro sharecroppers 


Although all the people in the section 
know about the killings in the early 


Lake View meeting and pledged their: 


_|’. The following officers were elected 
to lead the new local: Willie Robin- 


Vice-President Betton (who insisted, 
“I’m just one of the students.’’) and . 


the organizers so they could check on 


areas and to re-sell in needy areas. 
This is the same plan Joseph laid 


Last month the Union moved close 
to the territory where the share- 
croppers first attempts to organize 
were put down in the bloody “Elaine 
Massacye. A new local has been 
chartered in the Lake View com- 
munity, formerly an FSA coopera- 
tive, now being purchased by 83. 


ganize. A delegation of ministers and ~ 


10 for a two-day school conducted by | 


the plans and program of the Wash-_ 
ington Convention, and urged or-— 
ganizers to see to it that locals elected 


The N ational Farm Labor 
in common with all other organiza- 


world, is interested in seeing that all 


Nation’s Food and Agricultural Or-— 
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